SUURUTIrE2NKU

binp'  Sfpugaupfdf op, Glhbykghu lp wolb Bfuniuf kphfip
oprniwl yupduljwin it niip be hp ynch sppyp 30-5u dftighe
punwuniibpnpy  opp  RpFklbuy  jkpuh fpuy pp fbpfh
Uwinnedng wf hrgdp (Up 16.19-20, 0.4y 24.50-53, §ps 1.9-11):

Bum ((q‘npé'@ anwgblng))ﬁ, lfflilz ulzlul[[i[unfl[ipﬁ Llul[ufl.ugul&
4plizmlul[fl[i[1 l[’[ipln_[lfl [1[11;215 Eo l[’Eulﬂ'I‘ ((”'l[ q‘wlﬁlbwgﬁfl[ip, [IiléﬂnL
lkgkp Ephfipp i qfnkp: Ugn 8funiup np bpliptp Sudpuwpdu, op
dp pupdbuwy wpnp quy wpoybe’ fugybe whnp bphpp bpfdu
mbuw#)):

ASCENSION OF THE LORD “HAMPARTSOUM”

On May 18", the Armenian Church celebrates the Feast of the
Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ (“Hampartsoum” in Armenian).
The day marks the ascent of our Lord into heaven, on the 40th day
after his resurrection.

According to Biblical scripture the Ascension took place in the
village of Bethany, on the Mount of Olives, on the 40th day. Christ
presented himself alive to the Apostles; “appearing to them during
forty days and speaking of the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3).

In the early centuries of Christianity, Hambardzoum was one
of the most popular feast days for the faithful and was celebrated with
merriment and festivities. There are many Armenian traditions
associated with this dominical feast. Perhaps the most popular one is
fortune telling (vijakakhakh).

“Hampartsoum” has been celebrated in the universal church
since ancient times.
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On the occasion of The Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
Der Hayr and the Board of Trustees congratulate all those whose
names are Hampartsoum, Hampig and Hampar — wishing you
healthy, happy and long life
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Divine Liturgy  10:30 a.m. Live Streamed

Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church
4906 Flint Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m-2:00 p.m.

Phone: (301) 229-8742; Fax: (301) 229-9393
E-mail: soorpkhatch@verizon.net
Web Page: www.soorpkhatch.org
Archpriest Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, Pastor
Home Phone: (301) 977-1863; Cell: (301) 787-5506
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[l SCRIPTURE READINGS [
| JOHN 3:1-6

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we
should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the
world does not know us is that it did not know him. Dear friends, now we
are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known.
But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see
him as he is. Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as
he is pure.

Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawless-ness.
But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And
in him is no sin. No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who
continues to sin has either seen him or known him.

JOHN 9:39-10:10

Jesus said. "For judgment | have come into this world, so that
the blind will see and those who see will become blind."Some
Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, "What?
Are we blind too?

"Jesus said, "If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin;
but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.

"I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen
by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber.
The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. The
watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought
out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him
because they know his voice. But they will never follow a stranger; in
fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a
stranger's voice.

"Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand
what he was telling them. Therefore Jesus said again, "I tell you the
truth, 1 am the gate for the sheep. All who ever came before me were
thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. | am the gate;
whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out,
and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; |
have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
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As graduation season is upon us, Der Hayr and the Board of
Trustees would like to congratulate all graduates from our
community. We wish you a happy and bright future.

Note: If you would like to announce your graduate in our e-news,
please email us your graduate’s picture with their name, school
graduating from and grade graduating to: soorpkhatch@verizon.net
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NO HOKEHANKISD SERVICES ON FEAST SUNDAYS:

July 16................. .. ...Feast of the Transfiguration

August 13............... Assumptlon of the Holy Mother of God

September 17..............ceeialll Exaltation of the Holy Cross
K O

***Altar flowers are donated by Elda & Smbat Hacopian in
memory of their loved ones.
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2022 & 2023 Membership Dues — Parishioners who have not paid
their 2022 Annual Membership dues are encouraged to remit
payment. 2023 Membership Dues are also accepted now. The
membership fees are $150.00 per adult and $50.00 for each full
time student, ages 18-26. These dues are 100 percent tax
deductible.
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REGISTER FOR DATEV SUMMER PROGRAM
IN PERSON: JULY 2 -JULY 9, 2023

The Armenian Prelacy has planned an in person session of St, Gregory of
Datev Institute Program for youth ages 13-18, scheduled to take place
from Sunday, July 2 to Sunday, July 9, 2023, at St. Mary of Providence
Center in Elverson, Pennsylvania and will include lectures and engaging
discussions on faith related topics.
To register please go to the following link:
https://armenianprelacy.org/programs/datev/
If you have any questions, please contact Dn. Shant by email or by
calling:

shant@armenianprelacy.org 212-689-7810

R O
Parishioners who wish Der Hayr to visit and bless their home,
please call the church office at (301) 229-8742 or email your
requests to: soorpkhatch@verizon.net

R Oe


mailto:soorpkhatch@verizon.net
mailto:shant@armenianprelacy.org
mailto:soorpkhatch@verizon.net

May 18

May 28

June 5

June 6

June 10

June 11

June 24

June 29

July 1

July 16

July 22
August 13
September 17
September 30
October 1
October 14
October 29
November 4
November 11
December 2
December 16
December 23
December 25
December 26
December 28

2023 FEASTS

Ascension

Pentecost

Saints Hripsimiank

Saints Kayaniank

Saint Gregory the llluminator’s Delivery from the Pit
Feast of Holy Etchmiadzin

Discovery of St. Gregory the Illuminator’s Relics
Saint Sahak and Saint Mesrob

King Tirdat, Queen Ashkhen and Khosrovidoukht
Feast of the Transfiguration

Saint Thaddeus and Saint Sandoukht
Assumption of the Holy Mother of God
Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Saint Kevork (George)

Holy Cross of Varak

Holy Translators

Discovery of the Cross

Feast of All Saints

Holy Archangels Gabriel & Michael

Saint Thaddeus and Saint Bartholomew

Saint Hagop (James) of Nisibis

Saints David the Prophet & Holy Apostle James
Saint Stephen the Protomartyr

Saints Peter and Saint Paul

The Holy Apostle James & John the Evangelist
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Eastertide

The 50 days from Easter to Pentecost is called Hinoonk
(Eastertide), which are all feasts of the Lord, dedicated to the
Resurrection and Ascension of Christ, and the fiftieth day to
Pentecost.

Each Sunday of Hinoonk has a special name:

Easter

New Sunday or Second Easter
Ashkharhamatran or Green Sunday
Red Sunday

The Apparition of the Holy Cross
Sixth Sunday

Second Palm Sunday

Pentecost
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