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It is a good custom and tradition to offer to God all first fruits with
blessing. However, since it would have proved impractical to bless each
fruit separately, grapes, as the noblest of fruits and the essence of joy-
inducing wine, also a symbol of communion, is blessed in our church in
place of all other fruits, in keeping with established ritual.

The day of the blessing of the grapes is the feast of
UumnmuwowohG (Mother of God) and established by St. Gregory the
Illuminator not because of any theological connection, but because our
pre-Christian ancestors used to celebrate the new year on that week and
emotionally were very connected to it.
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On the occasion of the feast of The Assumption of Soorp
Asdvadzadzin, Der Hayr and the Board of Trustees congratulate all those
whose names are Mariam, Mary, Maro, Diroohi, Isgoohi, Srpoohi,
Makroohi, Takoohi, Loossaper, Yeranoohi, Berjoohi, Pergroohi, Azniv,
Antaram, Aroosyag, Vergine, Arshalooys and Keghanoosh and wish them
a happy and healthy life.
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*** Altar flowers are donated by Mr. Raffi Bakarian in memory of his
mother, Marie Bakarian and his aunt Maro Kholanian.
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Divine Liturgy 10:30 A.M. Live Streamed

Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church
4906 Flint Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m-2:00 p.m.

Phone: (301) 229-8742; Fax: (301) 229-9393
E-mail: soorpkhatch@verizon.net
Web Page: www.soorpkhatch.org
Rev. Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, Pastor
Home Phone: (301) 977-1863; Cell: (301) 787-5506
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Upn mptdd, Gpt Lphunnuh §p yunmfubhp, Yp ipubwyt plk gnip
Uppwhwdh quuiwlitp Ep e whwh dwnwigtp hty np Qumniwd wibinp
hunumnwiguar ¢

Puyg qhwgbp Gwhi, pLt dwnwignpn dp phtytn wdpnn
dwnwbgniptiwd hujulub wtpb £, puyg nppul wnbt np wiswhwhwu
£ wwppbpniphit  yniih dwnugt dp, pwbh  pbwdwluybbipne G
hnqupwpanibitipnt  thpwyuwy L, dhisie hwubh hp hopp npnpwd
dudwiuultwmp: Lmud L dbp w wwpuqui: Oppwb wwnbb np
hngtinpuytu whswthwhwu thip' phniptwb nydtipnit § titpwpynithip
nL 4p dwnuwythbp: Puyg hhdw jupdwp dudwbwlp hwuwd hwdwpbny,
Wunniwd wphuwph npikg hp Opnht, np anedt dp dtu te Opkopht
wmwl] wyptigu, npytugh dtiq Optbpht glipnietitt thpyt i Quwmniong
npnhbitin nupatt: Upn, npnyhtimtie hp npphbtip Ghp” Qunnows dtip
uhpntipnid Uty npUtig hp Opnhhtt <ngh, npny qUuwniwd ,Uppwb,
wyuhtiph ,<uypb Yp Ynstilip: Niunh wytiiu dwnwy skp, wy npph. b
pwbh npnh Ep” Qunnidn) pununnidp yhnh dunwbqgkp:

SRUNRYU RPPUSNUP URGSULUGED
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Wn optipnbd, Ognuunu Juyup hpudwbwghp  hwitg  hp
JQuyupniptut  vwhdwbbtpnih  dkp  qwbninng  pnnp phwghsdbpnia
dupnuhwdwpp Juuowpbine: Qoo wpwghtt dwpnpuhwdwpp  wtinh
niltigun Uniphugh Junuwphy Uhptbhnuh optipniti: Wikt dwipn hp
dtnujuyp punupp §'tppwp” hp winiip wpdwbwgpty wnugne hunfwp:
Snyutth, tuhph ghinkth G wgguumnhdth ppugnid hwdwp, Qughtiuwgh
Lbwqunkpe punupkth Gun ti hp winiip wpdwbwgnly mugne hundwn
qbwg <ptwunmwbdh  Phplihbd pumuwpp,  “Qwthp  pwquinphb
dttnujuypps bptih § poytpwbwnp pp Grwbwdp” Uwphwd, np jnh kps

Ptpithtdh ity Uwphunih dtbnupbpniptwt dudwbwlp hwuwe b

ot hp winpubihy quuuyp, np thwpptg hwidwpniph ke G npuo
duniph dp dke, npnyhtimbie wuwlimnyht ke hpktg hundwp wmbin sfuip:

L) SCRIPTURE READINGS LU
GALATIANS 3:29 - 4:7

If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and
heirs according to the promise.

What | am saying is that as long as the heir is a child, he is
no different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate. He is
subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. So
also, when we were children, we were in slavery under the basic
principles of the world. But when the time had fully come, God sent
his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under
law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. Because you are
sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who
calls out, "Abba, Father." So you are no longer a slave, but a son;
and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.

LUKE 2:1-7

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census
should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first
census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And
everyone went to his own town to register.

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee
to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to
the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary,
who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.
While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and
she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and
placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the
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FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD

On the occasion of the Assumption of the Holy Mother of God, our
traditional madagh lunch and blessed grapes will be served after
church services on Sunday.
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This is the commemoration of St. Mary’s death and translation
to heaven, which is represented as thnfunid (transition) or GGonud
(sleep, demise).

Since the church believes that Christ Himself came to take up
His mother, the dominical feast is commemorated with the expression,
“The coming for the translation of His mother”.

Assumption is one of the five major feasts known as
tabernacles, and takes place close to August 15 -on the Sunday that
falls between August 12 and August 18- and comprises a week of
fasting, Guiwywwhp, and a Memorial Day.
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MADAGH

Madagh is a mercy offering intended for the poor and needy. The
Armenian Book of Ritual contains first the blessing of salt Intended for the
madagh and then the blessing of the madagh. Madagh should be totally
consumed and is distributed freely and without charge. One may offer
madagh for a specific vow or in memory of loved ones on a special
holiday. Presently, madagh is most often distributed on April 24 or the
closest Sunday thereto in commemoration of the Armenian Martyrs.
Traditionally, madagh is boiled lamb.

The mercy offering is one of our Christian duties. Madagh is only
one means of helping the poor and needy.
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Special “Thank You”

To Mr. Raffi Bakarian for donating the grapes

To Mr. & Mrs. Samuel & Irene Berberian for donating the
grapes and madagh

To Mrs. Yolande Khanbabaian for donating the grapes in
memory of her beloved husband, Orbel Khanbabaian

To Mrs. Anahid Nishanian for donating the grapes in
memory of her beloved husband, Jerair Nishanian
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NO HOKEHANKISD SERVICES ON FEAST SUNDAYS:

August 13............... Assumption of the Holy Mother of God
September 17.....c...cooviiiinnnn Exaltation of the Holy Cross

2023 FEASTS

August 13 Assumption of the Holy Mother of God
September 17 Exaltation of the Holy Cross

September 30 Saint Kevork (George)

October 1 Holy Cross of Varak

October 14  Holy Translators

October 29  Discovery of the Cross

November 4  Feast of All Saints

November 11 Holy Archangels Gabriel & Michael

December 2 Saint Thaddeus and Saint Bartholomew
December 16 Saint Hagop (James) of Nisibis

December 23 Saints David the Prophet & Holy Apostle James
December 25 Saint Stephen the Protomartyr

December 26 Saints Peter and Saint Paul

December 28 The Holy Apostle James & John the Evangelist

R 9o

2022 & 2023 Membership Dues — Parishioners who have not paid
their 2022 Annual Membership dues are encouraged to remit
payment. 2023 Membership Dues are also accepted now. The
membership fees are $150.00 per adult and $50.00 for each full time
student, ages 18-26. These dues are 100 percent tax deductible.
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Upcoming Easter Dates:

Sunday, March 31, 2024
Sunday, April 20, 2025
Sunday, April 5, 2026
Sunday, March 28, 2027
Sunday, April 16, 2028
Sunday, April 1, 2029
Sunday, April 21,2030
Sunday, April 13,2031
Sunday, March 28,2032



