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Dear Parishioners,

We were very excited and encouraged to have seen you all at our
very successful bazaar which took place this past month.

Our next major upcoming event is the celebration of our church’s
59™ Anniversary on November 12, 2023. Our celebration will start
with our church service in the morning at 10:30am. His Holiness Aram
|, Catholicos of the Great House of Celicia, will celebrate the divine
liturgy and deliver his message. After the church service, a ground
breaking ceremony will take place at 9490 River Rd at 2:00pm
followed by our Anniversary banquet starting at 3:30pm.

We encourage all community members to join Der Hayr and The
Board of Trustees to attend the special Sunday service and celebrate
our Anniversary.

Please keep an eye out for our official invitation coming to you
soon or call the church office (301) 229 — 8742, to make your
reservations in advance.

Thank you for your continued support!
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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EXALTATION
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SPECIAL SERVICE FOR

HAMASDEGH ARMENIAN SCHOOL 9:30 a.m.
Un. Ol’uuf[t 10:30-p1s  Abnuwpdwlinod

Divine Liturgy  10:30 a.m. Live Streamed
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Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church
4906 Flint Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m-2:00 p.m.

Phone: (301) 229-8742; Fax: (301) 229-9393
E-mail: soorpkhatch@verizon.net
Web Page: www.soorpkhatch.org
Rev. Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, Pastor
Home Phone: (301) 977-1863; Cell: (301) 787-5506
Home Phone: (301) 977-1863; Cell: (301) 787-5506
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L) SCRIPTURE READINGS LI
GALATIANS 4:3-18

So with us; while we were minors, we were enslaved to the
elemental spirits of the world. But when the fullness of time had come,
God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption
as children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his
Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave
but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.

Formerly, when you did not know God, you were enslaved to
beings that by nature are not gods. Now, however, that you have come to
know God, how can you turn back again to the weak and beggarly
elemental spirits? How can you want to be enslaved to them again? You
are observing special days, and months, and seasons, and years. | am
afraid that my work for you may have been wasted.

Friends, | beg you, become as | am, for I also have become as
you are. You have done me no wrong. You know that it was because of a
physical infirmity that | first announced the gospel to you; though my
condition put you to the test, you did not scorn or despise me, but
welcomed me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus. What has become of
the goodwill you felt? For | testify that, had it been possible, you would
have torn out your eyes and given them to me. Have | now become your
enemy by telling you the truth? They make much of you, but for no good
purpose; they want to exclude you, so that you may make much of them.
It is good to be made much of for a good purpose at all times, and not
only when | am present with you.
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2022 & 2023 Membership Dues — Parishioners who have not paid
their 2022 Annual Membership dues are encouraged to remit
payment. 2023 Membership Dues are also accepted now. The
membership fees are $150.00 per adult and $50.00 for each full
time student ages 18-26. These dues are 100 percent tax
deductible.
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L) SCRIPTURE READINGS L1
LUKE 4:14-23

Then Jesus filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee,
and a report about him spread through all the surrounding country. He
began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. When
he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the
synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read,
and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the
scroll and found the place where it was written: “The Spirit of the Lord is
upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to
the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s
favor.”

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat
down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began
to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”
All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came
from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” He said to them,
“Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’
And you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the things that we
have heard you did at Capernaum.’”

SIXCH
2023 FEASTS

September 30 Saint Kevork (George)

October 1 Holy Cross of Varak

October 14  Holy Translators

October 29  Discovery of the Cross

November 4 Feast of All Saints

November 11 Holy Archangels Gabriel & Michael
December 2  Saint Thaddeus and Saint Bartholomew
December 16 Saint Hagop (James) of Nisibis

December 23 Saints David the Prophet & Holy Apostle James
December 25 Saint Stephen the Protomartyr

December 26 Saints Peter and Saint Paul

December 28 The Holy Apostle James & John the Evangelist
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EMMI HAGOP ARABIAN
ASSADOUR , HNAZANT & MANUG ARABIAN
ADAM, VARTANOUSH AND MARY ARABIAN
ASSADOUR, SATENIG AND HRIPSIME ARABIAN
ARABIAN DECEASED FAMILY MEMBERS
Requested by: Der Hayr and Board of Trustees

Hinazant Arabian and Family

AZNIV DANDALIAN

Requested by: Der Hayr and Board of Trustees
Gabriel & Gilda Karpouzian
Lareine Karpouzian & Alex Matas
Raffi Karpouzian

(4™ Anniversary)

EIXCH

ANGELS
An angel appoints a deputy, messenger, forerunner, or
heavenly ambassador. The Bible testifies that angels were created
on the first day along with light.

Being inhabitants of the transcendental area, the angels are
free from the influence of time and have no sexual characteristics.
They represent God's heavenly armies, led by Gabriel, Michael,
Raphael, Haniel, Uriel, Adonel, Remiel, Raguel, Jeremiah, Chamuel,
and other leading archangels.

In the Old Testament, they act as God's representatives,
mediators between the spiritual and material worlds. and this
circumstance finds its new manifestation in the person of Jesus
Christ. As such, they are already present in the Old Testament as
the "angel of the Lord" or "the angel of God."

According to the archeology of the Armenian Church, Angels
are "incorporeal beings, knowledgeable, sovereign, everlasting,
immortal and serving God."

The angels in heaven constantly glorify God. However, some
of them, abusing their reserved sovereignty, rebelled against God
and became an evil angel or Satan, a demon. (Peter 2: 2-4).

EIXCH
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