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Dear Parishioners,

We were very excited and encouraged to have seen you all at our
very successful bazaar which took place this past month.

Our next major upcoming event is the celebration of our church’s
59™ Anniversary on November 12, 2023. Our celebration will start
with our church service in the morning at 10:30am. His Holiness Aram
|, Catholicos of the Great House of Celicia, will celebrate the divine
liturgy and deliver his message. After the church service, a ground
breaking ceremony will take place at 9490 River Rd at 2:00pm
followed by our Anniversary banquet starting at 3:30pm.

We encourage all community members to join Der Hayr and The
Board of Trustees to attend the special Sunday service and celebrate
our Anniversary.

Please keep an eye out for our official invitation coming to you
soon or call the church office (301) 229 — 8742, to make your
reservations in advance.

Thank you for your continued support!

U. b0 <LU38. UNULGLULUL GUGESh
SOORP KHATCH ARMENIAN
APOSTOLIC CHURCH

<  SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2023 -

=
e |

Up Spunfpbip kg prpnpn S db Gy byl sy Sngbo
UIJGLUSEL GSL 9. UhrUUh
QhFrS UDD
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EXALTATION
DISCOVERY OF THE HOLY CROSS
<UUTUSHA <UB 4N N8h

3USNru dUUGraANre-hEL 9:30-hy
SPECIAL SERVICE FOR

HAMASDEGH ARMENIAN SCHOOL 9:30 a.m.
Un, d’wtfg 10:30-ps  Abnwpdwlnod

Divine Liturgy ~ 10:30 a.m. Live Streamed

U‘ ”)LULI’ILU[”LII}

Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church
4906 Flint Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m-2:00 p.m.

Phone: (301) 229-8742; Fax: (301) 229-9393
E-mail: soorpkhatch@verizon.net
Web Page: www.soorpkhatch.org
Rev. Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, Pastor
Home Phone: (301) 977-1863; Cell: (301) 787-5506
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L  SCRIPTURE READINGS [
| CORINTHIANS 1:18-24

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is
written:

"I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the
intelligent I will frustrate.”

Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the
philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the
world? For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did
not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was
preached to save those who believe. Jews demand miraculous signs and
Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of
God.

MATTHEW 24:27-36

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:

For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the
west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Wherever there is a
carcass, there the vultures will gather.

"Immediately after the distress of those days "™the sun will be
darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the
sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'

"At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky,
and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man
coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. And he will
send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect
from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.

"Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get
tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. Even so,
when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door.
| tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all
these things have happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will never pass away.
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2022 & 2023 Membership Dues — Parishioners who have not paid
their 2022 Annual Membership dues are encouraged to remit
payment. 2023 Membership Dues are also accepted now. The
membership fees are $150.00 per adult and $50.00 for each full
time student ages 18-26. These dues are 100 percent tax
deductible.

I

2023 FEASTS

October 14  Holy Translators

October 29  Discovery of the Cross

November 4 Feast of All Saints

November 11 Holy Archangels Gabriel & Michael

December 2 Saint Thaddeus and Saint Bartholomew
December 16 Saint Hagop (James) of Nisibis

December 23 Saints David the Prophet & Holy Apostle James
December 25 Saint Stephen the Protomartyr

December 26 Saints Peter and Saint Paul

December 28 The Holy Apostle James & John the Evangelist
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Parishioners who wish Der Hayr to visit and bless their home,
please call the church office at (301) 229-8742 or email your
requests to: soorpkhatch@verizon.net
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RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE

WHAT IS A CHURCH?

Each religion has its own special center for its ceremonies,
rituals, prayers, and gathering place, which are called by different
names.

During the pagan period, the place of worship was called
MEHIAN, sometimes TEMPLE. The Movsian religion is the TEMPLE, now
also known as SINAKAK. To the Christians, the CHURCH, and the
Evangelicals also use the term ASSEMBLY.

The word "church" is a transliteration of the Greek word
"EGLIZIA" and means society, people or group of believers.

The founder and head of the Church is Jesus Christ, according to
whom believers gathered in the name of God.

The church, and in particular the Armenian Church, is called
apostolic because it was founded and spread by the works and
preachings of the apostles.

In the Nicene Creed we read "faith and only one universal and
apostolic holy church" . Therefore, the church is one, holy, universal, and
apostolic.

1. By "one" or "union" we mean the doctrinal or doctrinal union
of the Church, the doctrinal identity of the person of Jesus, the Holy
Trinity, and the teachings of the Bible.

The differences of nations, the different languages or
geographical distances spoken by them, as well as the differences of
rituals cannot be an obstacle for the union.

According to which, the church should be one, but the doctrinal
issues that have arisen over the centuries have caused divisions in
Christianity and the formation of churches with different names.

2 . The church is holy because its founder, Jesus Christ, is a saint,
as are the apostles and those who are martyred for the Christian faith in
general.

The church is also holy with its true creed and preaching, its
virtuous conduct and morals, its sound religious upbringing, and its
moral teachings.

The church is also sacred as a place of worship because it is
anointed and rejoices in the presence of God.

3. In general, we understand the cosmic nature of the church.
KATOGHIKE means GENERAL. The church is universal and is the property
of all nations. Its duration is also eternal.

4 . Finally, the Church is Apostolic because it was founded by the
apostles.

The apostles heeded Jesus' message, "As the Father has sent
me, even so | send you." Therefore go and make disciples of all nations.
Baptize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost. Mat . 28-18-19 They traveled four corners of the earth, baptized
the Gentiles, preached the gospel, preached the gospel of the
Resurrection of Christ, and founded a church.

The church, as a people and a society, is divided into two parts.

a. Andrankats or Victory Church

And

b . Military Church

By Andrankats or Victorious Church we mean the Heavenly
Church, the assembly of angels and saints, or the whole, who live in
heaven and have already fought against evil and triumphed. While the
Military Church lives in this world and is in the fight against evil.

The Military Church is also divided into two parts.

1. The Teaching Church, which is the ministry of the church, the
clergy.

2 . The Student Church, which is the believing people to whom
the Gospel is preached.

The Church, as a Christian institution, has a duty not only to
perform rituals and worship, but also to follow the religious upbringing
of people, the salvation of souls, the establishment of mutual love and
respect, the realization of justice and the practice of the Gospel.

And in our Diaspora Armenian life, the church also has a
different meaning and content for us. Living for hundreds of years
without statehood in a communal state, in many countries our church is
officially recognized as a representative and rightful owner of the
Armenians.

The Prelacies operating in the communities, with their churches,
schools and other cultural institutions, are at the same time the beacons
of the people's identity and national identity.



