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ARCHBISHOP SOUREN KATAROYAN (7" Day)
Requested by His Eminence Archbishop Anoushavan Tanielian,
Religious and Executive Councils of the Eastern Prelacy
Der Hayr and Board of Trustees

DERTAD MANGUIKIAN, M.D. (40" Day)
Requested by His Eminence Archbishop Anoushavan Tanielian,

Religious and Executive Councils of the Eastern Prelacy

Der Hayr and Board of Trustees

Seta Manguikian

Tina Arda Manguikian

Andre & Jessica Manguikian and Family

Alex & Jill Manguikian and Family
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This is a period of fifty days, which precedes Theophany, and
formerly, as Great Lent, constituted a period of total fasting. At present,
aside from the usual Wednesday and Friday fasts, it consists of fasting for
three weeks: the first week under the designation, Hisnagatz Bahk
(Quinquagesima or Advent); the second week, the fast of the arrival of the
winter, is known as the Fast of St. James; and the last week, the Christmas
fast.

Counting backwards fifty days from January 6 brings us to
November 18, the nearest Sunday being Hisnagatz Paregentan which with
an immovability of seven days, may fall on any day between November 15
and 21.
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Divine Liturgy 10:30 a.m. Live Streamed

Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church
4906 Flint Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m-2:00 p.m.

Phone: (301) 229-8742; Fax: (301) 229-9393
E-mail: soorpkhatch@verizon.net
Web Page: www.soorpkhatch.org
Archpriest Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, Pastor
Home Phone: (301) 977-1863; Cell: (301) 787-5506
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Parishioners
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L SCRIPTURE READINGS [
HEBREWS 7:11-25

Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical
priesthood—for the people received the law under this priesthood—
what further need would there have been to speak of another priest
arising according to the order of Melchizedek, rather than one
according to the order of Aaron? For when there is a change in the
priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the law as well. Now the
one of whom these things are spoken belonged to another tribe, from
which no one has ever served at the altar. For it is evident that our
Lord was descended from Judah, and in connection with that tribe
Moses said nothing about priests.

It is even more obvious when another priest arises,
resembling Melchizedek, one who has become a priest, not through
a legal requirement concerning physical descent, but through the
power of an indestructible life. For it is attested of him, “You are a
priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.”

There is, on the one hand, the abrogation of an earlier
commandment because it was weak and ineffectual (for the law
made nothing perfect); there is, on the other hand, the introduction
of a better hope, through which we approach God.

This was confirmed with an oath; for others who became
priests took their office without an oath, but this one became a priest
with an oath, because of the one who said to him, “The Lord has
sworn and will not change his mind, ‘You are a priest forever’”—
accordingly Jesus has also become the guarantee of a better
covenant.

Furthermore, the former priests were many in number,
because they were prevented by death from continuing in office; but
he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever.
Consequently he is able for all time to save those who approach God
through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.

LJ SCRIPTURE READINGS [

While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a
parable, because he was near Jerusalem and the people thought that
the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. He said:

"A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have
himself appointed king and then to return. So he called ten of his
servants and gave them ten minas. 'Put this money to work," he said,
‘until 1 come back." "But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation
after him to say, "We don't want this man to be our king."' "He was
made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the
servants to whom he had given the money, in order to find out what
they had gained with it. "The first one came and said, "Sir, your mina
has earned ten more." "Well done, my good servant! his master
replied. 'Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter,
take charge of ten cities.' "The second came and said, 'Sir, your mina
has earned five more." "His master answered, "You take charge of
five cities." "Then another servant came and said, 'Sir, here is your
mina; | have kept it laid away in a piece of cloth. | was afraid of you,
because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in
and reap what you did not sow." "His master replied, 'l will judge you
by your own words, you wicked servant! You knew, did you, that |
am a hard man, taking out what I did not put in, and reaping what |
did not sow? Why then didn't you put my money on deposit, so that
when | came back, | could have collected it with interest?' "Then he
said to those standing by, 'Take his mina away from him and give it
to the one who has ten minas.' "'Sir,' they said, "he already has ten!’
"He replied, 'l tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given,
but as for the one who has nothing, even what he has will be taken
away. But those enemies of mine who did not want me to be king
over them--bring them here and kill them in front of me."

After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to
Jerusalem.
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Note: On Sunday, December 24, 2023, Archbishop Anoushavan
Tanielian, Prelate, will participate in the Divine Liturgy and deliver
the sermon. Archpriest Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian will celebrate the
Divine Liturgy.

CALENDAR FOR
ARMENIAN CHRISTMAS AND EPIPHANY

JANUARY 2024
ARMENIAN CHRISTMAS EVE
Friday, January 5, 2024

Evening Service.......ccccovviiniiiniininniiiiniiinnnn..6:30 p.m.
Divine Liturgy ..cccceeeeeeiieiinmmnensenneaccensneesnn 230 P.M.

ARMENIAN CHRISTMAS & EPIPHANY
Saturday, January 6, 2024

Morning HOUr Service.......cceeveereeeniiceennnannnn. 10:00 a.m.
DIVINE LitUrgy.cceeeeeriernrinecnniiiineessneesasesnnn 10:30 a.m.
Blessing of the Water......ccccoovvveiiieiiiniiiinnenns 12:30 p.m.
Godfather — Vicken Raffi Tatarian
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HOME BLESSING

All parishioners who wish to have their homes blessed
on the occasion of Christmas
should call the Church Office to make arrangements
(301) 229-8742

EIKCH

2023 FEASTS

December 23 Saints David the Prophet & Holy Apostle James
December 25 Saint Stephen the Protomartyr

December 26 Saints Peter and Saint Paul

December 28 The Holy Apostle James & John the Evangelist
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Monday, December 25, is the feast day of St. Stephen the
Protomartyr, who was tried by the high priests for blasphemy against
Moses and God and speaking against the Temple and the Law. He
was stoned to death by an infuriated mob encouraged by Saul of
Tarsus, the future Saint Paul. After Christ’s ascension, the apostles
went about spreading the Word. It soon became apparent that more
people were needed to serve the growing church community. Seven
worthy individuals were called upon to serve the Holy Altar and
called “deacons” (sarkavag). The most noteworthy of the seven was
Stephen, described as a “man full of faith and the Holy Spirit” (Acts
6:5). The Feast of St. Stephen is a popular and important
commemoration in the Armenian Church. It is also a day to honor all
deacons of the church. St. Stephen became the first martyr of the
Christian church and is therefore called the “proto-martyr.”
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On the occasion of St. Stephen (Monday, December 25), the
First Deacon and Protomartyr of the Chrisitan Church, Der Hayr
and the Board of Trustees congratulate all those who serve Soorp
Khatch and all who are named Stepan, Stepanos, Stephen, Steven,
and Panos, and wish them good health and happiness.
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Also on the occasion of St. Peter and St. Paul (Tuesday,
December 26), Der Hayr and the Board of Trustees congratulate all
those who are named, Boghos, Bedros, Peter and Paul, and wish
them good health and happiness.
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