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This is a period of fifty days, which precedes Theophany, and
formerly, as Great Lent, constituted a period of total fasting. At present,
aside from the usual Wednesday and Friday fasts, it consists of fasting for
three weeks: the first week under the designation, Hisnagatz Bahk
(Quinquagesima or Advent); the second week, the fast of the arrival of the
winter, is known as the Fast of St. James; and the last week, the Christmas
fast.

Counting backwards fifty days from January 6 brings us to
November 18, the nearest Sunday being Hisnagatz Paregentan which with
an immovability of seven days, may fall on any day between November 15
and 21.
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2023 & 2024 Membership Dues — Parishioners who have not paid
their 2023 Annual Membership dues are encouraged to remit
payment. 2024 Membership Dues are also accepted now. The
membership fees are $150.00 per adult and $50.00 for each full time
student ages 18-26. These dues are 100 percent tax deductible.
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Der Hayr and his family would like to wish the Soorp Khatch
community a prosperous and healthy New Year and a very Merry Armenian
Christmas.

And they wish to thank all those who have called, sent cards, and
emailed them on this occasion.

U. bU2KU38. UNULGLULUL GUEAEGSh
SOORP KHATCH ARMENIAN
APOSTOLIC CHURCH

<2 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2023 -

JU3UL £~

2. 4yhu4h 3hULUUDN
GF £. O MULKN8 6LLIEUL
SIXTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

SECOND DAY OF THE FAST OF THE NATIVITY
U. “]wmuqu Un. d‘uul'E 10:30-p& ﬁhnwrbwllnuf

Divine Liturgy 10:30 a.m. Live Streamed

Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church
4906 Flint Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m-2:00 p.m.

Phone: (301) 229-8742; Fax: (301) 229-9393
E-mail: soorpkhatch@verizon.net
Web Page: www.soorpkhatch.org
Archpriest Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, Pastor
Home Phone: (301) 977-1863; Cell: (301) 787-5506
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SCRIPTURE READINGS [
HEBREWS 13:18-25

Pray for us; we are sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to
act honorably in all things. | urge you all the more to do this, so that | may
be restored to you very soon.

Now may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our
Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal
covenant, make you complete in everything good so that you may do his
will, working among us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus
Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

| appeal to you, brothers and sisters, bear with my word of
exhortation, for | have written to you briefly. | want you to know that our
brother Timothy has been set free; and if he comes in time, he will be with
me when | see you. Greet all your leaders and all the saints. Those from
Italy send you greetings. Grace be with all of you.

LUKE 22:24-30

Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them was
considered to be greatest.

Jesus said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over
them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves
Benefactors. But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest
among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like
the one who serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the table or
the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But | am
among you as one who serves. You are those who have stood by me
in my trials. And | confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father
conferred one on me, so that you may eat and drink at my table in my
kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
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DER HAYR AND THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES WISH OUR
PARISHIONERS A HAPPY NEW YEAR AND MERRY
ARMENIAN CHRISTMAS FOR HEALTHY AND JOYOUS
YEARS AHEAD

CALENDAR FOR
ARMENIAN CHRISTMAS AND EPIPHANY

JANUARY 20214
ARMENIAN CHRISTMAS EVE
Friday, January 5, 2024

ceesennennnnes0:30 P.M.
cereeenn 7230 p.M.

EVENINg Service...cccevveeieeniincenrnnnaenns
Divine Liturgy «..ccceeeeieiierrnmcnenrencennes

ARMENIAN CHRISTMAS & EPIPHANY
Saturday, January 6, 2024

Morning Hour Service......c.ccceeuriernnicneennnn.....10:00 a.m.
DiVINe LitUrgy.ceceeeeeeeeereeneneniiiissescssasnnn 10:30 a.m.
Blessing of the Water.......c.cccceveiiiniinnnennen. 12:30 p.m.

Godfather — Vicken Raffi Tatarian
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HOME BLESSING
All parishioners who wish to have their homes blessed
on the occasion of Christmas

should call the Church Office to make arrangements
(301) 229-8742
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2023 FEASTS
December 28 The Holy Apostle James & John the Evangelist



