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Eastertide

The 50 days from Easter to Pentecost is called Hinoonk
(Eastertide), which are all feasts of the Lord, dedicated to the
Resurrection and Ascension of Christ, and the fiftieth day to
Pentecost.

Each Sunday of Hinoonk has a special name:

Easter

New Sunday or Second Easter
Ashkharhamatran or Green Sunday
Red Sunday

The Apparition of the Holy Cross
Second Palm Sunday

Pentecost
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2024 & 2025 Membership Dues — Parishioners who have
not paid their 2024 Annual Membership dues are encouraged to
remit payment. 2025 Membership Dues are also accepted now. The
membership fees are $150.00 per adult and $50.00 for each full
time student ages 18-26. These dues are 100 percent tax
deductible.
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SOORP KHATCH ARMENIAN
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SPECIAL SERVICE FOR

HAMASDEGH ARMENIAN SCHOOL 9:30 a.m.
U. “]unnumulq Un. d‘uufE 10:30-pts  Abnwrawlnud

Divine Liturgy 10:30 a.m. Live Streamed

Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church
4906 Flint Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m-2:00 p.m.

Phone: (301) 229-8742; Fax: (301) 229-9393
E-mail: soorpkhatch@verizon.net
Web Page: www.soorpkhatch.org
Archpriest Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, Pastor
Home Phone: (301) 977-1863; Cell: (301) 787-5506

DER VOGHORMIA

All Sick Parishioners
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[LJ SCRIPTURE READINGS [
| PETER 2:1-10

Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy,
envy, and slander of every kind. Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual
milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have
tasted that the Lord is good.

As you come to him, the living Stone--rejected by men but chosen
by God and precious to him-- you also, like living stones, are being built into
a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For in Scripture it says:

"See, | lay a stone in Zion,

a chosen and precious cornerstone,

and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”

"Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who
do not believe, "The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone,
"and, "A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the message--which is also what they
were destined for. But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a
people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy.

JOHN 2:23-3:12

Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many people
saw the miraculous signs he was doing and believed in his hame. But Jesus
would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all men. He did not need
man's testimony about man, for he knew what was in a man.

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member
of the Jewish ruling council. He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we
know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform
the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him." In reply Jesus
declared, "I tell you the
truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again." "How can
a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a
second time into his mother's womb to be born!" Jesus answered, "I tell you
the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and
the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You
should not be surprised at my saying, "You must be born again.'" The wind
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it
comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit."

"How can this be?" Nicodemus asked. "You are Israel's teacher,"
said Jesus, "and do you not understand these things? I tell you the truth,
we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still

you people do not accept our testimony. | have spoken to you of earthly
things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if | speak of
heavenly things?

GREEN SUNDAY

This Sunday is Green Sunday, also known as Sunday of the World
Church in the sense of the church belonging to the whole world beginning
with Christ and the Apostles who met regularly to pray and partake of the
Holy Sacrament of Communion.

The concept of Green Sunday most probably comes from an ancient
folk holiday celebrating spring. Our forefathers, seeing mother earth bloom
after long winter months, glorified the Creator with an act of thanksgiving
and celebrated by decorating the church and themselves with greenery.
Green is the color of life, freshness and promise. After a barren winter we are
filled with hope, life, and love.
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REGISTER FOR DATEV SUMMER PROGRAM
IN PERSON: JULY 6 —JULY 13, 2025

The Armenian Prelacy has planned an in person session of St, Gregory of
Datev Institute Program for youth ages 13-18, scheduled to take place
from Sunday, July 6 to Sunday, July 13, 2025, at Shiloh Bible Camp &
Retreat Center in Hewitt, New Jersey and will include lectures and
engaging discussions on faith related topics.

To register please go to the following link:
https://armenianprelacy.org/programs/datev/

If you have any questions, please contact Dn. Shant by email or by
calling: shant@armenianprelacy.org 212-689-7810
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HAROUTYOUN SHAHINIAN
KHOREN SHAHINIAN
Requested by: Der Hayr and Board of Trustees

Raffi & Liza Shahinian and Artur Shahinian
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NO HOKEHANKISD SERVICES ON FEAST SUNDAYS:

September 14..................

May 18
May 29
June 8
June 16
June 17
June 21
June 22
July 5
July 10
July 12
July 27
August 2
August 17

.................................. Feast of the Transfiguration

............... Assumption of the Holy Mother of God
.........Exaltation of the Holy Cross

2025 FEASTS

Apparition of the Holy Cross

Ascension

Pentecost

Saints Hripsimiank

Saints Kayaniank

Saint Gregory the Illuminator’s Delivery from the Pit
Feast of Holy Etchmiadzin

Discovery of St. Gregory the Illuminator’s Relics
Saint Sahak and Saint Mesrob

King Tirdat, Queen Ashkhen and Khosrovidoukht
Feast of the Transfiguration

Saint Thaddeus and Saint Sandoukht

Assumption of the Holy Mother of God

Armenian Church Etiquette

Entering the Church
Your entrance into an Armenian Apostolic Church should be
reverent and solemn. Always make the sign of the cross as you
enter the Sanctuary. It is not appropriate to walk in the aisles
when:

e The Gospel is being read

o The Havadamk (Nicene Creed) is in progress

e The Chalice Procession is occurring

e The priest is delivering the sermon

e The choir is singing Soorp Soorp, Hayr Mer or Der

Voghormia
¢ Holy Communion is being distributed

Wait until the prayer or hymn is over and then proceed to take
your place in a pew.

LIGHTING OF CANDLES

One of the devotional practices of the Armenian Apostolic Church

is the beautiful custom of lighting candles in front of the Holy

Icons. Make the sign of the cross, say a short prayer and take your

place. Candles may be obtained from the table in the
narthex/vestibule. It is customary to make a freewill donation
when taking candles.

TAKING YOUR PLACE IN A PEW

Bow your head slightly, make the sign of the cross and silently say
the Lord’s Prayr as you walk towards the pew. You are now ready

to participate in the services.

We pray and hope that you adhere to these guidelines and be a role
model for the generations to come in order to preserve our Armenian
Church heritage and traditions.



