Armenian Church Etiquette

ENTERING THE CHURCH
Your entrance into an Armenian Apostolic Church should be
reverent and solemn. Always make the sign of the cross as you
enter the Sanctuary. It is not appropriate to walk in the aisles
when:

o The Gospel is being read

e The Havadamk (Nicene Creed) is in progress

e The Chalice Procession is occurring

o The priest is delivering the sermon

e The choir is singing Soorp Soorp, Hayr Mer or Der

Voghormia
e Holy Communion is being distributed

Wait until the prayer or hymn is over and then proceed to take
your place in a pew.

General Guidelines

It is important that we participate in the Divine Liturgy every
Sunday, preferably from the beginning of the service, for the entire
duration of the service, and receive Holy Communion.

While in church, it is not proper:

e To use cell phones or tablets

o To take pictures by disturbing the Services

e To cross legs while sitting

e To place your arms on the back of the pews

e For men and women to wear hats

e For ladies not to cover their heads

e To dress too revealing or too casual (No shorts, short
skirts, tank tops, gym clothes, etc..)

We pray and hope that you adhere to these guidelines and be a role
model for the generations to come in order to preserve our Armenian
Church heritage and traditions.
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Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church
4906 Flint Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m-2:00 p.m.

Phone: (301) 229-8742; Fax: (301) 229-9393
E-mail: soorpkhatch@verizon.net
Web Page: www.soorpkhatch.org
Archpriest Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, Pastor
Home Phone: (301) 977-1863; Cell: (301) 787-5506
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L] SCRIPTURE READINGS
II CORINTHIANS 10:18-11:10

For it is not those who commend themselves that are
approved, but those whom the Lord commends.

I wish you would bear with me in a little foolishness. Do
bear with me! I feel a divine jealousy for you, for I promised you in
marriage to one husband, to present you as a chaste virgin to
Christ. But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by its
cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure
devotion to Christ. For if someone comes and proclaims another
Jesus than the one we proclaimed, or if you receive a different
spirit from the one you received, or a different gospel from the one
you accepted, you submit to it readily enough. I think that I am not
in the least inferior to these super apostles. I may be untrained in
speech, but not in knowledge; certainly in every way and in all
things we have made this evident to you.

Did I commit a sin by humbling myself so that you might
be exalted, because I proclaimed God’s good news to you free of
charge? I robbed other churches by accepting support from them in
order to serve you. And when I was with you and was in need, I did
not burden anyone, for my needs were supplied by the friends who
came from Macedonia. So I refrained and will continue to refrain
from burdening you in any way. As the truth of Christ is in me, this
boast of mine will not be silenced in the regions of Achaia.
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2024 & 2025 Membership Dues — Parishioners who have
not paid their 2024 Annual Membership dues are encouraged to
remit payment. 2025 Membership Dues are also accepted now. The
membership fees are $150.00 per adult and $50.00 for each full
time student ages 18-26. These dues are 100 percent tax
deductible.

DER VOGHORMIA

For All Sick @

Parishioners

SCRIPTURE READINGS LU
MARK 10:1-12

He left that place and went to the region of Judea and
beyond the Jordan. And crowds again gathered around him; and, as
was his custom, he again taught them.

Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, “Is it
lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” He answered them, “What
did Moses command you?” They said, “Moses allowed a man to
write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” But Jesus said
to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this
commandment for you. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God
made them male and female.” For this reason a man shall leave his
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall
become one flesh.” So they are no longer two, but one flesh.
Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”

Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this
matter. He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries
commits adultery against her; and if she divorces her husband and
marries another, she commits adultery.”
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2025 FEASTS

September 27 Saint Kevork (George)

September 28 Holy Cross of Varak

October 11~ Holy Translators

October 26 ~ Discovery of the Cross

November 1  Feast of All Saints

November 8 Holy Archangels Gabriel & Michael
November 29 Saint Thaddeus and Saint Bartholomew
December 13 Saint Hagop (James) of Nisibis

December 23 Saints David the Prophet & Holy Apostle James
December 25 Saint Stephen the Protomartyr

December 27 Saints Peter and Saint Paul

December 29 The Holy Apostle James & John the Evangelist
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Armenia in commemoration of the independence of Armenia.
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ENVY ACCORDING TO PARSEGH MASHGEVORTS
VARTABED

- Envy is evil and insurmountable.

- The envious person tortures himself first.

- An envious person will rejoice over the loss suffered by his friend.

- Envy makes people more evil than the devil.

- It is better to have a snake in the belly than envy. You can vomit out

the snake with medicines, but never the envy, because it does not

move in the intestines, but moves in the mind and soul. When the

snake is inside the belly, it will not come out when it finds food, but

the envy does not know how to be satisfied. An envies person envies

even the dead.

- The greedy person wants to have everything, the envious person
wants to have your everything.



