SAINTS THADDEUS AND BARTHOLOMEW

This Saturday, the Armenian Church commemorates the Holy
Apostles, Thaddeus and Bartholomew, who were the first evangelizers of
Armenia, and were martyred there, giving the Armenian Church its
apostolic identity.

Thaddeus came to Armenia about 43AD to preach Christianity. He
was martyred in southeastern Armenia. His tomb lies in the Armenian
monastery or St. Thaddeus (Iran) where a chapel was built in the third
century. Bartholomew is believed to have arrived in Armenia about 66AD.
He was martyred in Hadamakert, southeast of Lake Van.

An apostle is “someone who is sent”—an emissary or ambassador
of the Kingdom of God, sent to announce the Kingdom’s coming in Jesus
Christ, and authorized to claim men and women’s allegiance to Him. “We
are ambassadors for Christ, god making his appeal through us. We beseech
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God,” (2 Corinthians 5:20).
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2025 FEASTS
November 29 Saint Thaddeus and Saint Bartholomew
December 13 Saint Hagop (James) of Nisibis
December 23 Saints David the Prophet & Holy Apostle James
December 25 Saint Stephen the Protomartyr

December 27 Saints Peter and Saint Paul
December 29 The Holy Apostle James & John the Evangelist
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CHRISTMAS CAROLING

Please join us for Christmas Caroling on Sunday,
December 21, 2025 following church services.
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Divine Liturgy  10:30 a.m. Live Streamed

Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church
4906 Flint Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m-2:00 p.m.

Phone: (301) 229-8742; Fax: (301) 229-9393
E-mail: soorpkhatch@verizon.net
Web Page: www.soorpkhatch.org
Archpriest Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, Pastor
Home Phone: (301) 977-1863; Cell: (301) 787-5506
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[l SCRIPTURE READINGS
I THESSALONIANS 4:1-8

Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to
please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in
the Lord Jesus to do this more and more for you know what instructions
we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.

It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should
avoid sexual immorality; that each of you should learn to control his
own body in a way that is holy and honorable, not in passionate lust like
the heathen, who do not know God; and that in this matter no one
should wrong his brother or take advantage of him. The Lord will
punish men for all such sins, as we have already told you and warned
you. For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life.
Therefore, he who rejects this instruction does not reject man but God,
who gives you his Holy Spirit.

LUKE 13:1-9

Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about
the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. Jesus
answered,

“Do you think these Galileans were worse sinners than all the
other Galileans because they suffered this way? I tell you, no! But
unless you repent, you too will all perish. Or those eighteen who died
when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more
guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? I tell you, no! But unless
you repent, you too will all perish.”

Then he told this parable:

"A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to
look for fruit on it, but did not find any. So he said to the man who took
care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I've been coming to look for
fruit on this fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why should it
use up the soil?"  "'Sir,' the man replied, 'leave it alone for one more
year, and I'll dig around it and fertilize it. If it bears fruit next year, fine!
If not, then cut it down.""
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This is a period of fifty days, which precedes Theophany, and
formerly, as Great Lent, constituted a period of total fasting. At present,
aside from the usual Wednesday and Friday fasts, it consists of fasting for
three weeks: the first week under the designation, Hisnagatz Bahk
(Quinquagesima or Advent); the second week, the fast of the arrival of the
winter, is known as the Fast of St. James; and the last week, the Christmas
fast.

Counting backwards fifty days from January 6 brings us to
November 18, the nearest Sunday being Hisnagatz Paregentan which with

an immovability of seven days, may fall on any day between November 15
and 21.

FNSULUTLULUTL U10PR

S8y qnili’ qngugneghsy gbpblfy be qpobppy, np gbpbip
pupbqnpdnfFbudp  qpuglip,  ful gpibpp npybegh o dbp
#HL l.ll4lllLl‘1[1 bL l[lllllllllLﬂ[T nL U”L[TF l.llilﬂLillz: [‘)illzﬂLil;" l.ll'ld'lr lrbp
bL Lrﬁzm bL JwLﬁmbuliIll JulL[lmbiI[lg: alj‘;“il:

‘Flnllll, L uurtfl fliltﬂl[ Ll_/z;‘ulé' nr lflll[1lz_l.l.lll4‘[1 bu 84"[1,
Jupbiwtp dkp Gpotimnpuljuh fhubpfi FE) Sy PbFbgn'cp,
Skpy pungp yredq’ np dbp fpwy gppp, spybegh Qupbiuie
Yudpy funnwpby, pus np Swbbp b pbgp: Go Spbymulibpnet

lr[lzlﬂ bL Jl.llL[lllllFlllilll JulL[llﬂbilﬁg: alf;‘il:

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Lord, you are the creator of day and night, who created the
day so that we might engage in good deeds for our souls, and the
night so that our weakened bodies might rest in sleep. And now,
awaken us and open our mouths so that we may bless your awesome
and glorious and holy name. Accept our prayers now, and grant that
with true faith and virtuous conduct we may always come to worship
you, and in the same way we may unceasingly glorify you, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, now and ever and forever and
ever. Amen.

Peace be to all.
Let us bow down to God.

We continually beseech You, O Lord, who are all-merciful
and loving to mankind, to strengthen us day by day, so that we may
abide in our religious life. Lighten, O Lord, the sweet yoke that You
have placed upon us, so that we may abide in Your commandments,
and continually do Your will, day and night, as is pleasing to You.
And with the choir of angels, we bless You, praise You, and offer
thanks and glory to Your almighty dominion, now and always and
forever and ever. Amen.
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2024 & 2025 Membership Dues — Parishioners who have not
paid their 2024 Annual Membership dues are encouraged to remit
payment. 2025 Membership Dues are also accepted now. The
membership fees are $150.00 per adult and $50.00 for each full time
student ages 18-26. These dues are 100 percent tax deductible.

x#% PLEASE NOTE ***

Sunday, December 14, 2025, Der Hayr will be on vacation. There
will be a deacon service on this day. And there will not be any
Hokehankisd service on this day.



