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ARCHPRIEST SAHAG VERTANESIAN (20" Anniversary)
YN ARMENOUHI K. VERTANESIAN (5" Anniversary)
MARIE PASHAYANI (4™ Anniversary)
ALICE K. ESKENIAN (1*" Anniversary)
Requested by: Der Hayr, Board of Trustees

Jacques & Maro Nalabandian and Family

Varoujan & Nora Santourian and Family

Brian & Dzovig Peterkin Vertanesian

Harout Eskenian

Miguel Molina & Ani Eskenian and Family

ALICE KAZAZIAN KAHKEJIAN (40" Day)
Requested by: Der Hayr, Board of Trustees

Armen Kahkejian and Family

Peklar Kahkejian and Family

Zepyur Aghkekian and Family
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This is a period of fifty days, which precedes Theophany, and
formerly, as Great Lent, constituted a period of total fasting. At
present, aside from the usual Wednesday and Friday fasts, it consists
of fasting for three weeks: the first week under the designation,
Hisnagatz Bahk (Quinquagesima or Advent); the second week, the
fast of the arrival of the winter, is known as the Fast of St. James;
and the last week, the Christmas fast.

Counting backwards fifty days from January 6 brings us to
November 18, the nearest Sunday being Hisnagatz Paregentan
which with an immovability of seven days, may fall on any day
between November 15 and 21.
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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Divine Liturgy  10:30 a.m. Live Streamed

Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church
4906 Flint Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m-2:00 p.m.

Phone: (301) 229-8742; Fax: (301) 229-9393
E-mail: soorpkhatch@verizon.net
Web Page: www.soorpkhatch.org
Archpriest Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, Pastor
Home Phone: (301) 977-1863; Cell: (301) 787-5506

DER VOGHORMIA
For All Sick § v\j Parishioners
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mailto:soorpkhatch@verizon.net
http://www.soorpkhatch.org/
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2025 FEASTS

December 23 Saints David the Prophet & Holy Apostle James
December 25 Saint Stephen the Protomartyr

December 27 Saints Peter and Saint Paul

December 29 The Holy Apostle James & John the Evangelist
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Note: Der Hayr and Board of Trustees would like to thank Mrs.

Mary Garabadian for donating Poinsettia plants to the church and
wish her good health and happiness.



L) SCRIPTURE READINGS
HEBREWS 4:26 — 5:10

Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness,
so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of
things pertaining to God on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices
for sins. He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward,
since he himself is subject to weakness; and because of this he must
offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the people.
And one does not presume to take this honor, but takes it only when
called by God, just as Aaron was. So also Christ did not glorify
himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who
said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you™; as he
says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the
order of Melchizedek.”

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to
save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent
submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through
what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the
source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been
designated by God a high priest according to the order of
Melchizedek.

LUKE 18:9-14

To some who were confident of their own righteousness and
looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: "Two men
went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax
collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 'God, I
thank you that I am not like other men—robbers, evildoers,
adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and
give a tenth of all I get.'

"But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even
look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on
me, a sinner.'

"I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home
justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."
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Thirsday, December 25, is the feast day of St. Stephen the
Protomartyr, who was tried by the high priests for blasphemy against
Moses and God and speaking against the Temple and the Law. He
was stoned to death by an infuriated mob encouraged by Saul of
Tarsus, the future Saint Paul. After Christ’s ascension, the apostles
went about spreading the Word. It soon became apparent that more
people were needed to serve the growing church community. Seven
worthy individuals were called upon to serve the Holy Altar and
called “deacons” (sarkavag). The most noteworthy of the seven was
Stephen, described as a “man full of faith and the Holy Spirit” (Acts
6:5). The Feast of St. Stephen is a popular and important
commemoration in the Armenian Church. It is also a day to honor all
deacons of the church. St. Stephen became the first martyr of the
Christian church and is therefore called the “proto-martyr.”
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On the occasion of St. Stephen (December 25), the First
Deacon and Protomartyr of the Chrisitan Church, Der Hayr and the
Board of Trustees congratulate all those who serve Soorp Khatch
and all who are named Stepan, Stepanos, Stephen, Steven, and
Panos, and wish them good health and happiness.
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Also on the occasion of St. Peter and St. Paul (Saturday,
December 27), Der Hayr and the Board of Trustees congratulate all
those who are named, Boghos, Bedros, Peter and Paul, and wish
them good health and happiness.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blasphemy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moses
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herod%27s_Temple
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/613_Commandments
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stoning
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_of_Tarsus
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Thursday, January 1, 2026...................

CALENDAR FOR
ARMENIAN CHRISTMAS AND EPIPHANY

JANUARY 2026
NEW YEAR’S DAY BADARAK
ceecese 00ee1:00 p.m.

ARMENIAN CHRISTMAS EVE

Monday, January S, 2026
Morning Hour Service......cccovieiinruneecnnnnnes 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service......cccccevviiniiiniiniininnnciiinnene.6:30 p.m.
Divine Liturgy ....ccoeeviieiiiiiiinneiiiniiiiinenennenen 7:30 p.m.

House Blessing — in the church hall..................9:00 p.m.
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ARMENIAN CHRISTMAS & EPIPHANY
Tuesday, January 6, 2026

Morning Hour Service........c.ccocvieiinneenrrnnee....10:00 a.m.

Divine Liturgy....c.ccceevviiiiiniiiiinninininicinencnnnn 10:30 a.m.
Blessing of the Water.......c.ccccvvvveiniiiinnnnnnnn. 12:30 p.m.
Godfather — Arman Sarkisian
T T T
HOME BLESSING

All parishioners who wish to have their homes blessed
on the occasion of Christmas
should call the Church Office to make arrangements
(301) 229-8742

DER HAYR AND THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES WISH OUR
PARISHIONERS A HAPPY NEW YEAR AND MERRY
ARMENIAN CHRISTMAS FOR HEALTHY AND JOYOUS
YEARS AHEAD



