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Christ Is Risen From The Dead
Blessed is The Resurrection of Christ

Krisdos Haryav Ee Merelots
Orhnyal Eh Haroutyounun Krisdosi
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Der Hayr and The Board of Trustees
Congratulate All Parishioners And All Those
Whose Names Are
Haroutyoun, Harout, Zadig, Harry, Haro,
Artur, Arto and Artin

May God Grant Them A Healthy And
Happy Life
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Those who wish to donate flowers for the Tomb of Our
Lord Jesus Christ on Friday, April 3, 2026 are requested to bring

them and place them right on the Tomb, before the Service, at
6:30 p.m.
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**%* Altar flowers are donated by Mr. Ratli Bakarian in memory of his

parents, Harout & Mari Bakarian and his aunt & uncle, Haroutuin &
Maro Kholanian.
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SOORP KHATCH ARMENIAN
APOSTOLIC CHURCH
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Divine Liturgy  10:30 a.m. Live Streamed

Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church
4906 Flint Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m-2:00 p.m.

Phone: (301) 229-8742; Fax: (301) 229-9393
E-mail: soorpkhatch@verizon.net
Web Page: www.soorpkhatch.org
Archpriest Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, Pastor
Home Phone: (301) 977-1863; Cell: (301) 787-5506

DER VOGHORMIA

For All Sick

Parishioners
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
ACTS 1:15,17,18.21-26

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group
numbering about a hundred and twenty) and said, He was one of our
number and shared in this ministry." With the reward he got for his
wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong, his body
burst open and all his intestines spilled out.

“...Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who
have been with us the whole time the Lord Jesus went in and out
among us, beginning from John's baptism to the time when Jesus was
taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us of
his resurrection."

So they proposed two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also
known as Justus) and Matthias. Then they prayed, "Lord, you know
everyone's heart. Show us which of these two you have chosen to take
over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs."
Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the
eleven apostles.

MARK 16:1-8

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the
mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go to
anoint Jesus' body. Very early on the first day of the week, just after
sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb and they asked each other,
"Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?" But
when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large,
had been rolled away. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young
man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were
alarmed.

"Don't be alarmed," he said. "You are looking for Jesus the
Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the
place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter, 'He is
going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he
told you."

Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from
the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.
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A Prayer to Ask for God's Mercy

Lord God, our Savior, who is merciful and compassionate,
patient and abundant, and who is guilty of punishing people for the
evils they have committed- You do not want the sinner to die, but
you want him to return from his evil course and be saved. Through
thy abundant mercy, O Lord, comfort us, thy servants, and give us
occasion to repent. Reconcile with us, O philanthropist, and make
us members of your holy church again. That we may enter into
your holy church, sanctified, and repenting, and that we may bless
and glorify you, your Father, your Son, and your Holy Spirit,
together with your people. now and always and for all eternity.
Amen:

R e

HOLY WEEK

On Palm Sunday (Dzaghgazart) the altar curtain, which was
closed at the beginning of Lent, is open. The palms are blessed and
distributed to the faithful. Children dressed in their best clothes and
carrying beautifully decorated candles, parade around the church in a
procession. In the evening, or as now done immediately following the
Divine Liturgy, the faithful gather at the door of the church or at the
closed altar, for the Opening of the Doors (7rumpatsek) ceremony,
symbolizing the opening of the gates to the Kingdom of God. This
solemn penitential service in preparation of Holy Week is unique to the
Armenian Church.

Each day of Holy Week (also called Great Week, Avak Shapat) is
a holy day. Monday commemorates the barren fig tree (Matthew 21:18-
20). Tuesday commemorates the Ten Virgins (Matthew 25:13).
Wednesday commemorates the Anointment and Betrayal of Christ
(Matthew 26). Thursday is Maundy Thursday, which originates from
Christ’s command that His disciples love one another (John 13:34). In the
evening the Washing of the Feet (Vodunlva) takes place in remembrance
of the events of the Last Supper.

Late Thursday evening the betrayal and torment of Christ,
Tenebraec (Latin for darkness; in Armenian Khavaroum), is
commemorated. In one of the most dramatic services, Gospel readings
describing Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane, the betrayal by Judas,
and denial by Peter, are read interspersed with the singing of hymns
composed by Nerses Shnorhali, some of the most beautiful hymns of the
Armenian Church.

Holy Friday (Avak Ourpat), the solemnest day in the Christian
calendar, commemorates the crucifixion, death and burial of our Lord.
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2025 & 2026 Membership Dues - Parishioners who have
not paid their 2025 Annual Membership dues are encouraged to
remit payment. 2026 Membership Dues are also accepted now. The
membership fees are $150.00 per adult and $50.00 for each full
time student ages 18-26. These dues are 100 percent tax
deductible.
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NO HOKEHANKISD SERVICES ON THESE
FEAST SUNDAYS:
APril 4. Saturday Easter Eve
ADPTIL S Easter Sunday
July 12 e ...Feast of the Transfiguration
August 16.......ccoevviininnn.. Assumptlon of the Holy Mother of God
September 13...........coiiiiii, Exaltation of the Holy Cross
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e He who leaves the memory of good and pure life behind him
leaves a source of unexpected good to the future generation.

e The Cross is the lived Gospel, and the Gospel is the preached
Cross.
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April 4
April 5
April 7
April 24

May 3

May 14

May 24

June 1

June 2

June 6

June 7

June 20
June25

June 27

July 12

July 18
August 16
September 13
September 26
September 27
October 10
October 25
October 31
November 7
November 28
December 12
December 24
December 26
December 28
December 29

2026 FEASTS

Easter Eve

Easter

The Annunciation

Feast of the Armenian Holy Martyrs of the
Armenian Genocide

Apparition of the Holy Cross

Ascension

Pentecost

Saints Hripsimiank

Saints Gayaniank

Saint Gregory the Illuminator’s Delivery from the Pit
Feast of Holy Etchmiadzin

Discovery of St. Gregory the [lluminator’s Relics
Saint Sahag and Saint Mesrob

King Tirdat, Queen Ashkhen and Khosrovidoukht
Feast of the Transfiguration

Saint Thaddeus and Saint Sandoukht
Assumption of the Holy Mother of God
Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Saint Kevork (George)

Holy Cross of Varak

Holy Translators

Discovery of the Cross

Feast of All Saints

Holy Archangels Gabriel & Michael

Saint Thaddeus and Saint Bartholomew

Saint Hagop (James) of Nisibis

Saints David the Prophet & Holy Apostle James
Saint Stephen the Protomartyr

Saints Peter and Saint Paul

The Holy Apostle James & John the Evangelist
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