2026 FEASTS

May 3 Apparition of the Holy Cross

May 14 Ascension

May 24 Pentecost

June 1 Saints Hripsimiank

June 2 Saints Gayaniank

June 6 Saint Gregory the Illuminator’s Delivery from the Pit
June 7 Feast of Holy Etchmiadzin

June 20 Discovery of St. Gregory the Illuminator’s Relics
June25 Saint Sahag and Saint Mesrob

June 27 King Tirdat, Queen Ashkhen and Khosrovidoukht
July 12 Feast of the Transfiguration

July 18 Saint Thaddeus and Saint Sandoukht

August 16 Assumption of the Holy Mother of God
September 13 Exaltation of the Holy Cross

September 26 Saint Kevork (George)

September 27 Holy Cross of Varak

October 10 Holy Translators

October 25  Discovery of the Cross

October 31  Feast of All Saints

November 7 Holy Archangels Gabriel & Michael
November 28 Saint Thaddeus and Saint Bartholomew
December 12 Saint Hagop (James) of Nisibis

December 24 Saints David the Prophet & Holy Apostle James
December 26 Saint Stephen the Protomartyr

December 28 Saints Peter and Saint Paul

December 29 The Holy Apostle James & John the Evangelist
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Parishioners who have sick relatives at home or at the
hospitals to be visited, please notify Der Hayr at the Office, as soon
as possible (301-229-8742).
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APPARITON OF THE HOLY CROSS
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SPECIAL SERVICE FOR
HAMASDEGH ARMENIAN SCHOOL 9:30 a.m.

Divine Liturgy 10:30 a.m. Live Streamed

Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church
4906 Flint Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m-2:00 p.m.

Phone: (301) 229-8742; Fax: (301) 229-9393
E-mail: soorpkhatch@verizon.net
Web Page: www.soorpkhatch.org
Archpriest Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, Pastor
Home Phone: (301) 977-1863; Cell: (301) 787-5506

DER VOGHORMIA
For All Sick R\ Parishioners
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
[ JOHN 1:5-10

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you:
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have
fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the
truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is
not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not
sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.

Not until halfway through the Feast did Jesus go up to the temple
courts and begin to teach. The Jews were amazed and asked, "How did this
man get such learning without having studied?"

Jesus answered, "My teaching is not my own. It comes from him
who sent me. If anyone chooses to do God's will, he will find out whether
my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own. He who
speaks on his own does so to gain honor for himself, but he who works for
the honor of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false
about him. Has not Moses given you the law? Yet not one of you keeps the
law. Why are you trying to kill me?" "You are demon-possessed," the
crowd answered. "Who is trying to kill you?"

Jesus said to them, "I did one miracle, and you are all astonished.
Yet, because Moses gave you circumcision (though actually it did not come
from Moses, but from the patriarchs), you circumcise a child on the
Sabbath. Now if a child can be circumcised on the Sabbath so that the law
of Moses may not be broken, why are you angry with me for healing the
whole man on the Sabbath? Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a
right judgment."
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Eastertide

The 50 days from Easter to Pentecost is called Hinoonk
(Eastertide), which are all feasts of the Lord, dedicated to the
Resurrection and Ascension of Christ, and the fiftieth day to
Pentecost.

Each Sunday of Hinoonk has a special name:

Easter

New Sunday or Second Easter
Ashkharhamatran or Green Sunday
Red Sunday

The Apparition of the Holy Cross
Sixth Sunday

Second Palm Sunday

Pentecost
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2025 & 2026 Membership Dues - Parishioners who have not
paid their 2025 Annual Membership dues are encouraged to remit
payment. 2026 Membership Dues are also accepted now. The
membership fees are $150.00 per adult and $50.00 for each full time
student ages 18-26. These dues are 100 percent tax deductible.
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APPARITION OF THE HOLY CROSS
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The apparition of the Holy Cross occurred in the first year of the
incumbency of Patriarch Cyril of Jerusalem. In 351 about 3:00 a.m.
on the morning of Pentecost, a massive cross appeared in the sky,
extending from the crest of Golgotha to the crest of Mount of Olives.
Visible for many hours, it was witnessed by all the people of
Jerusalem, who ran to the churches in contrition and piety. The story
of this apparition was written by Cyril himself, who send it to the
emperor in Constantinople; it is read in our church as a lection.
According to Cyril the apparition of the cross was in defense of the
orthodox faith against the false doctrine of Arius, who enjoyed
Emperor Constantinus’ protection. Cyril strove to influence the
emperor through sweet and differential words. The Greek Orthodox
observe the Feast of the Apparition on May 7, even though in 351
Pentecost fell on May 19. We observe it on the fifth Sunday of
Eastertide, 28 days after Easter; the feast is thereby movable within
an interval of 35 days, from April 19 to May 23.
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Parishioners who wish Der Hayr to visit and bless their home, please
call the church office at (301) 229-8742 or email your requests to:
soorpkhatch@verizon.net
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Snitp pnpp winbg, npntg Yp hwinhwyhp, Jud npnbg
Ytwiptipp Yp nushtt atp Yhwbphti. wnikp atp wnoppltipth, atp
dudwbwlth, atip wbatipkh, atip ubpth e atip dnwonidtt: uyw wnikp
wju wphuwphh puphpbtipth te npudkt, nppwitt np atigh mpniwd t; :

Snit’p ni mmiEp atip qJurwgmbip pnnp winbg, npnip wkwp
nLihl:Gnt’p UGd wmninnbtin: Snik'p wyhykbu htwwyktu Gphiwenp <uypp
Uninwy: Uk hp wpbicp Yp dwglight swiphtt ni puphhtt Yypuy e whaptio
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pun wkwphtt G 'y wpdwtthpht: Uhpn h U nibkgkp hpuwlub Juphp
up gnhwgbbtnt withpuwdtymniphiop” tdwbtne hudwp dtp Gphbwenp
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Gpp Up unwbwp, wnmbp wnwbg hwpgbbng, wnwbg
uwhiwiuwthwybne® 6oy Qunnidny wtu: Wonbg akigh down pup,
wqquljubl ppupp tppEp hwpnih wbkwp sk wntinch: Uhw(jb hpkibg
Juphpn atigh wnwetnpn wkwp L ppuy: Unoptigh’p, np Qunnion) don
nbnnibtijh puy atip mniwodn:

ABOUT GIVING
The first decree of the spiritual world is GIVING.

Give to everyone you meet, or whose lives you touch. Give your
prayers, your time, your selves, your love and your thoughts. Then give
the kindness and money of this world, as much as is given to you.

Give and give your best to all who need it. Be great givers. Give
as the Heavenly Father gives. He shines the sun on the evil and the
good and rains on the just and the unjust. Remember that you should
give according to need and not according to merit. Always keep in mind
that you should satisfy the real need to be like our Heavenly Father.

When you receive, give without asking, without restriction, just
like God. By them being close to you, being relatives should never be
taken into consideration. Only their need should be your target. Pray
that what you have given is accepted by God.

REGISTER FOR DATEV SUMMER PROGRAM
IN PERSON: JUNE 28 - JULY §, 2026

The Armenian Prelacy has planned an in person session of St, Gregory of
Datev Institute Program for youth ages 13-18, scheduled to take place from
Sunday, June 28 to Sunday, July 5, 2065, at Shiloh Bible Camp & Retreat
Center in Hewitt, New Jersey and will include lectures and engaging
discussions on faith related topics.

To register please go to the following link:
https://armenianprelacy.org/programs/datev/

If you have any questions, please contact Dn. Shant by email or by calling:
shant@armenianprelacy.org 212-689-7810
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NO HOKEHANKISD SERVICES ON THESE
FEAST SUNDAYS:
July 12, Feast of the Transfiguration
August 16.......ccoeiiiiiinn... Assumption of the Holy Mother of God
September 13........ccoviiiiiiniiiinns Exaltation of the Holy Cross
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<nglinp thnplip - Spiritual Thoughts:

Ubkgqniftpiiiibp ne gukp dfipn wpunft nchkinebp,
u.[Lu[uquilban LFL'Z:

We will always have troubles and pains, but God has
promised to be with us in all circumstances.


mailto:shant@armenianprelacy.org

