BhULNERL L

Bﬁflnl_fle [[E l[nZnL[l ,2ulu1[1[[4‘fl lrflilsz zn¥b¥wlnLum
lipl[ulpnll 50 01117[1E, npnil,g uuanllfnl[[lil Sg‘pnl_ilﬁ mofllip bil‘
ilﬂL[lpﬂLula' ‘Fpﬁumnu[l 3m[1nl_ﬁlnuil Eo zullrFulF&nLlf[Iil, l‘lul[
Jﬁunl_ilbpn[nl_ 0[1il ul[ an.[nl.wlnl_um[lil:

3[:2:,1:_2:@[, ﬁme@mbzﬁLp l][1[1ml[[1fl nl_il[l menl_[[

LllilﬂLlllil”Llr‘

1.

P NSO W

U Quinfly

Unp Yppulyp e §plyio gunfily
az[uulp4uufulu1[1ulil [[uuf I]l.ufuuz I][ll[uu[[[l
YGupdpp Yppwlf

l‘,‘plrl_nl_lffl I] Iymzﬁ

Ybgbpnpy Yppulf

Gphyprpy Owqlpuqupy

Eastertide

The 50 days from Easter to Pentecost is called Hinoonk
(Eastertide), which are all feasts of the Lord, dedicated to the
Resurrection and Ascension of Christ, and the fiftieth day to

Pentecost.
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Each Sunday of Hinoonk has a special name:

Easter

New Sunday or Second Easter
Ashkharhamatran or Green Sunday
Red Sunday

The Apparition of the Holy Cross
Sixth Sunday

Second Palm Sunday

Pentecost
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2025 & 2026 Membership Dues - Parishioners who have
not paid their 2025 Annual Membership dues are encouraged to
remit payment. 2026 Membership Dues are also accepted now. The
membership fees are $150.00 per adult and $50.00 for each full
time student ages 18-26. These dues are 100 percent tax

deductible.
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SOORP KHATCH ARMENIAN
APOSTOLIC CHURCH
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Divine Liturgy 10:30 a.m. Live Streamed

Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church
4906 Flint Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m-2:00 p.m.

Phone: (301) 229-8742; Fax: (301) 229-9393
E-mail: soorpkhatch@verizon.net
Web Page: www.soorpkhatch.org
Archpriest Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, Pastor
Home Phone: (301) 977-1863; Cell: (301) 787-5506

DER VOGHORMIA
For All Sick m Parishioners
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
ACTS 2:1-8

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one
place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from
heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw
what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each
of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak
in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from
every nation under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came
together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his
own language. Utterly amazed, they asked: "Are not all these men who
are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in his
own native language?

JOHN 14:25-31

"All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Counselor,
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all
things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I leave
with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

"You heard me say, 'l am going away and I am coming back to
you." If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father,
for the Father is greater than 1. I have told you now before it happens, so
that when it does happen you will believe. I will not speak with you much
longer, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold on me, but
the world must learn that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my
Father has commanded me. "Come now; let us leave.
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PENTECOST

Jesus had commanded the apostles to “Go therefore to all
nations and make them my disciples,” (Matthew 28:19). Christ
recognized the difficulty of this great responsibility and had
advised them not to begin their teaching mission until after the
“Descent of the Holy Spirit.” In the Acts of the Apostles, we read
that on the day of Pentecost the apostles gathered in one place, and
that suddenly a strong wind seemed to fill the house in which they
were assembled. “And there appeared to them flames like tongues
of fire distributed among them and coming to rest on each one.
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to talk in other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them power of utterance,” (Acts 2:2-4).
Many of the people in Jerusalem were from foreign lands. They
marveled at the fact that each one of them could understand the
Apostles” words in his own language. The first gift of the Holy
Spirit given to the Apostles was the ability to speak and be
understood by people who came from many different nations.

“Life-creating God, Spirit and lover of mankind, with
tongues of fire you enlightened those united with one accord in
love; therefore we also celebrate today your holy descent. Filled
with joy by your coming the holy apostles began in different-
sounding tongues to call into unity them that had been divided from
each other: therefore we also celebrate today your holy descent”.

REGISTER FOR DATEV SUMMER PROGRAM
IN PERSON: JUNE 28 - JULY 5, 2026

The Armenian Prelacy has planned an in person session of St,
Gregory of Datev Institute Program for youth ages 13-18,
scheduled to take place from Sunday, June 28 to Sunday, July 5,
2065, at Shiloh Bible Camp & Retreat Center in Hewitt, New
Jersey and will include lectures and engaging discussions on faith
related topics.

To register please go to the following link:
https://armenianprelacy.org/programs/datev/

If you have any questions, please contact Dn. Shant by email or by
calling: shant@armenianprelacy.org 212-689-7810
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As graduation season is upon us, Der Hayr and the Board of
Trustees would like to congratulate all graduates from our
community. We wish you a happy and bright future.

Note: 1If you would like to announce your graduate in our e-news,
please email us your graduate’s picture with their name, school
graduating from and grade graduating to: soorpkhatch@verizon.net
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NO HOKEHANKISD SERVICES ON THESE
FEAST SUNDAYS:

July 12, Feast of the Transfiguration

August 16.................Assumption of the Holy Mother of God

September 13............cooeininnt. Exaltation of the Holy Cross
R O

ZPRUURP U3SELARPPRL /Visiting the Sick

Parishioners who have sick relatives at home or at the
hospitals to be visited, please notify Der Hayr at the Office, as soon
as possible (301-229-8742).
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Armenian Church Etiquette

ENTERING THE CHURCH
Your entrance into an Armenian Apostolic Church should be
reverent and solemn. Always make the sign of the cross as you
enter the Sanctuary. It is not appropriate to walk in the aisles
when:

o The Gospel is being read

e The Havadamk (Nicene Creed) is in progress

e The Chalice Procession is occurring

o The priest is delivering the sermon

e The choir is singing Soorp Soorp, Hayr Mer or Der

Voghormia
e Holy Communion is being distributed

Wait until the prayer or hymn is over and then proceed to take
your place in a pew.

LIGHTING OF CANDLES

One of the devotional practices of the Armenian Apostolic Church
is the beautiful custom of lighting candles in front of the Holy
Icons. Make the sign of the cross, say a short prayer and take your
place. Candles may be obtained from the table in the
narthex/vestibule. It is customary to make a freewill donation
when taking candles.

TAKING YOUR PLACE IN A PEW

Bow your head slightly, make the sign of the cross and silently say
the Lord’s Prayr as you walk towards the pew. You are now ready
to participate in the services.

General Guidelines

It is important that we participate in the Divine Liturgy every
Sunday, preferably from the beginning of the service, for the entire
duration of the service, and receive Holy Communion.

While in church, it is not proper:

e To use cell phones or tablets

o To take pictures by disturbing the Services

e To cross legs while sitting

e To place your arms on the back of the pews

e For men and women to wear hats

e For ladies not to cover their heads

e To dress too revealing or too casual (No shorts, short
skirts, tank tops, gym clothes, etc..)

We pray and hope that you adhere to these guidelines and be a role
model for the generations to come in order to preserve our Armenian
Church heritage and traditions.

2026 FEASTS
May 24 Pentecost
June 1 Saints Hripsimiank
June 2 Saints Gayaniank
June 6 Saint Gregory the Illuminator’s Delivery from the Pit
June 7 Feast of Holy Etchmiadzin
June 20 Discovery of St. Gregory the [lluminator’s Relics
June25 Saint Sahag and Saint Mesrob
June 27 King Tirdat, Queen Ashkhen and Khosrovidoukht
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BLESSING OF THE FLAGS

Sunday, May 31, 2026 during badarak a thanksgiving
prayer and blessing of the flags will be held for the Republic of
Armenia in commemoration of the 108" Anniversary of the
independence of Armenia.



