Armenian Church Etiquette

ENTERING THE CHURCH

Your entrance into an Armenian Apostolic Church should be
reverent and solemn. Always make the sign of the cross as you
enter the Sanctuary. It is not appropriate to walk in the aisles

when:

The Gospel is being read

The Havadamk (Nicene Creed) is in progress
The Chalice Procession is occurring

The priest is delivering the sermon

The choir is singing Soorp Soorp, Hayr Mer or Der
Voghormia

Holy Communion is being distributed

Wait until the prayer or hymn is over and then proceed to take
your place in a pew.

General Guidelines

It is important that we participate in the Divine Liturgy every
Sunday, preferably from the beginning of the service, for the entire
duration of the service, and receive Holy Communion.

While in church, it is not proper:

To use cell phones or tablets

To take pictures by disturbing the Services

To cross legs while sitting

To place your arms on the back of the pews

For men and women to wear hats

For ladies not to cover their heads

To dress too revealing or too casual (No shorts, short
skirts, tank tops, gym clothes, etc..)

We pray and hope that you adhere to these guidelines and be a role
model for the generations to come in order to preserve our Armenian
Church heritage and traditions.
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
HEBREWS 9:1-10

Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an
earthly sanctuary. A tabernacle was set up. In its first room were the
lampstand and the table with its consecrated bread; this was called the
Holy Place. Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy
Place, which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered ark of
the covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s staff that
had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant. Above the ark were
the cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing the atonement cover. But we
cannot discuss these things in detail now.

When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered
regularly into the outer room to carry on their ministry. But only the high
priest entered the inner room, and that only once a year, and never
without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people
had committed in ignorance. The Holy Spirit was showing by this that
the way into the Most Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as
the first tabernacle was still functioning. This is an illustration for the
present time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered were
not able to clear the conscience of the worshiper. They are only a matter
of foodand drinkand various ceremonial washings—external
regulations applying until the time of the new order.
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NO HOKEHANKISD SERVICES ON THESE

FEAST SUNDAYS:
July 120 Feast of the Transfiguration
August 16................. Assumption of the Holy Mother of God

September 13..............coeeintn. Exaltation of the Holy Cross

SCRIPTURE READINGS L1
JOHN 10:22-30

Then came the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter,
and Jesus was in the temple area walking in Solomon's Colonnade. The
Jews gathered around him, saying,

"How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ,
tell us plainly."

Jesus answered.

"I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my
Father's name speak for me, but you do not believe because you are not
my sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow
me. | give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can
snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is
greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. I and the
Father are one."

FEAST OF HOLY ETCHMIADZIN

This Sunday, June 7, is the feast day of Holy Mother
Etchmiadzin, the cathedral built by St. Gregory after his
deliverance from the pit, to the specifications he saw in a vision,
and on the place marked by the Lord with a golden hammer. This
feast day commemorates the establishment of the Armenian
Church and the eradication of paganism. Etchmiadzin is the oldest
example of a four-altar, four-pillar, domed, cruciform church in
Christian architecture. More than 1,700 years old, it is the oldest
surviving Armenian Christian site. Throughout the centuries it has
been renovated many times. Relief sculptures on the exterior walls
are some of the oldest examples of the Christian Armenian art of
sculpting. The complex consists of many structures, including the
main cathedral and three nearby churches (Hrpsime, Gayane,
Shoghagat), the Kevorkian Seminary, the Catholicos’ residence,
museum, and other buildings.




FEAST OF ST. GREGORY THE ILLUMINATOR’S
DELIVERANCE FROM THE PIT

Saturday, June 6, is the Feast of St. Gregory the Illuminator’s
deliverance from the pit (Khor Viraben Yelkuh). Gregory is revered as
the patron saint of the Armenian Church. He is recognized and
memorialized in both eastern and western hierarchical churches. The
Armenian liturgical calendar reserves three feast days in his honor:
Entrance into the pit; deliverance from the pit; and discovery of relics.
In addition to these three days, there are several feast days to which he
is closely connected, namely the feast days for Sts. Hripsimiantz, Sts.
Gayaniantz, Shoghakat, Holy Etchmiadzin, and King Trdat. The
Roman Catholic Church, Orthodox churches, and Oriental Orthodox
churches have special days in their calendars for the veneration of St.
Gregory, who is considered to be one of the Fathers of the early
Christian church.

Gregory was condemned to the pit in 287 AD by King Trdat
and the persecution of Christians began. After the martyrdom of a
group of nuns who came to Armenia from Rome led by Hripsime and
Gayane, Trdat was stricken with strange maladies. His sister,
Khosrovidukht, had a dream that Gregory was the only person who
could heal her brother. Miraculously, Gregory was still alive after
many years in the pit, thanks to an angelic woman who lowered food
and water into the pit each day. Gregory emerged from the pit; the
king was healed and baptized, and he declared Christianity to be the
official religion of Armenia.

Gregory was not the first to preach Christianity in Armenia.
That distinction belongs to the apostles Thaddeus and Bartholomew
who came to Armenia in the first century, and thus gave the Armenian
Church its apostolic designation.

Nevertheless, Gregory is revered and is considered by Armenians to
be the father of their faith. Hundreds of churches have been built and
named in his honor.

“The ancient calendars of the still undivided Church celebrated him
[Gregory] on the same day in both the East and the West as a tireless
apostle of truth and holiness. The father in faith of the whole
Armenian people, St. Gregory still intercedes from heaven today, so
that all the children of your great nation may at last gather round the
one table prepared by Christ, the divine Shepherd of one flock.”

Pope John Paul II in his “Apostolic Letter for the 1700th Anniversary
of the Baptism of the Armenian People,” issued February 2, 2001.

REGISTER FOR DATEV SUMMER PROGRAM
IN PERSON: JUNE 28 - JULY 5, 2026

The Armenian Prelacy has planned an in person session of St,
Gregory of Datev Institute Program for youth ages 13-18,
scheduled to take place from Sunday, June 28 to Sunday, July 5,
2065, at Shiloh Bible Camp & Retreat Center in Hewitt, New
Jersey and will include lectures and engaging discussions on faith
related topics.

To register please go to the following link:
https://armenianprelacy.org/programs/datev/

If you have any questions, please contact Dn. Shant by email or by
calling: shant@armenianprelacy.org 212-689-7810
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2026 FEASTS
June 6 Saint Gregory the Illuminator’s Delivery from the Pit
June 7 Feast of Holy Etchmiadzin
June 20 Discovery of St. Gregory the Illuminator’s Relics
June25 Saint Sahag and Saint Mesrob
June 27 King Tirdat, Queen Ashkhen and Khosrovidoukht
July 12 Feast of the Transfiguration
July 18 Saint Thaddeus and Saint Sandoukht

August 16 Assumption of the Holy Mother of God
September 13 Exaltation of the Holy Cross
September 26 Saint Kevork (George)

September 27 Holy Cross of Varak

October 10  Holy Translators

October 25  Discovery of the Cross

October 31  Feast of All Saints
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2025 & 2026 Membership Dues - Parishioners who have
not paid their 2025 Annual Membership dues are encouraged to
remit payment. 2026 Membership Dues are also accepted now. The
membership fees are $150.00 per adult and $50.00 for each full
time student ages 18-26. These dues are 100 percent tax
deductible.
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