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ZAREH SARKISSIAN (3™ Anniversary)
GARBIS SARKISSIAN (16" Anniversary)
KRIKOR SARKISSIAN (17" Anniversary)
SARKIS SARKISSIAN

ELISE SARKISSIAN
GARABED & KHATOUN SARKISSIAN
GEORGE, ALBERT & SOUREN EKMEKJIAN
KHOREN & MARIE EKMEKJIAN
Requested by: Der Hayr and Board of Trustees
Lucie Sarkissian
Angele Sarkissian
Nellie Sarkissian
Annie Sarkissian

*** Altar flowers are donated by Irma Kassabian in memory of
her father — Kevork Kassabian

Der Hayr and the Board of Trustees would like to express
their sincere gratitude for all the donors, organizations,
parishioners, team members and individuals who participated,
volunteered and assisted with the staging of the 2026 Soorp Khatch
Annual Food Festival.

Your continued support and commitment to Soorp Khatch
Church is greatly appreciated.
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2025 & 2026 Membership Dues - Parishioners who have
not paid their 2025 Annual Membership dues are encouraged to
remit payment. 2026 Membership Dues are also accepted now. The
membership fees are $150.00 per adult and $50.00 for each full
time student ages 18-26. These dues are 100 percent tax
deductible.
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SPECIAL SERVICE FOR

HAMASDEGH ARMENIAN SCHOOL 9:30 a.m.
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Divine Liturgy  10:30 a.m. Live Streamed

Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church
4906 Flint Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m-2:00 p.m.

Phone: (301) 229-8742; Fax: (301) 229-9393
E-mail: soorpkhatch@verizon.net
Web Page: www.soorpkhatch.org
Archpriest Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, Pastor
Home Phone: (301) 977-1863; Cell: (301) 787-5506

DER VOGHORMIA

For All Sick % Parishioners


mailto:soorpkhatch@verizon.net
http://www.soorpkhatch.org/
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
GALATIANS (6:14-18)

May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. Neither
circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is a new
creation. Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule, even to the Israel of
God.

Finally, let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the
marks of Jesus.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS L1
MATTHEW (24:30-36)

“At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky and
all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming
on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. And he will send his
angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four
winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.

“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get
tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. Even so, when
you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door. I tell you
the truth; this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things
have happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never
pass away.

No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father.”

SOORP KEVORK - SAINT GEORGE

St. George was born in Cappadocia of noble, Christian parents and
on the death of his father, accompanied his mother to Palestine, her country
of origin. He was martyred at Lydda in Palestine (Nicomedia). He held an
important post in the Roman army - the rank of tribune (equivalent to colonel
in modern terms) -during the reign of the Emperor Diocletian (245-313).
Diocletian was a great persecutor of Christians and when the persecutions
began George put aside his office and complained personally to the Emperor
of the harshness of his decrees and the dreadful purges of Christians. For his
defiance he was thrown into prison and tortured. He would not recant his
faith however and the following day he was dragged through the streets and
beheaded. He also tore down the Emperor's decrees as they were posted in
Nicomedia. So he was one of the first to perish. The Emperor's wife,
Alexandria was so impressed at the Saint's courage that she became a
Christian and so too was put to death for her trouble.
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Der Hayr and the Board of Trustees congratulate all those who are named
Kevork, George, Varak and Totig and wish them good health, happiness
and a long and prosperous life.

HOLY CROSS OF VARAK

Of miraculous apparition of the Cross the Greek Orthodox Church has
the Apparition of 351, in Jerusalem, and the Armenian Church that of Varak in
653. we also observe the Apparition of the Cross, as already explained. The
apparition of the Holy Cross at Varak, however, occurred in the days of
Catholicos Nerses I1I Builder, who also established that feast. St. Hripsime had
had a piece of the original Cross which she eventually hid in the rock called
Galilee, located above Varak. That piece of the Cross had appeared to the
ascetics, Todik and Hovel. Leaving its place, it had come to rest on the Church
of Varak, and was seen and worshiped first by Todik and Hovel and later
pilgrims from the surrounding villages and the city of Van. The discovery of the
Cross took place in the year 327. However Hripsime’s martyrdom having taken
place in 301, the existence of a piece of the Cross before its discovery may be
explained, similarly, through tradition, since it is said of James, brother of the
Lord, that he had succeeded in securing a piece in the course of the Exaltation
and that in the days of Emperor Claudius 41-50 A.D., Queen Mother Patronice
had realized the discovery of the Cross. The particle of the Cross resting in
Varak, which had been designated simply as Nishan (sign) remained there until
1021 and was transferred the same year to Sebast or Sebastia (present Sivas), and
was returned to Varak, then transferred to Khoshab, and in 1655 brought to the
Cathedral of Diramayr in Van. Consequently the church was named Soorp
Nishan. The feast takes place fifteen days after the Exaltation of the Cross, that
is, on the Sunday which falls between September 25 and October 1.
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September 26
September 27
October 10
October 25
October 31
November 7
November 28
December 12
December 24
December 26
December 28
December 29

2026 FEASTS

Saint Kevork (George)

Holy Cross of Varak

Holy Translators

Discovery of the Cross

Feast of All Saints

Holy Archangels Gabriel & Michael

Saint Thaddeus and Saint Bartholomew

Saint Hagop (James) of Nisibis

Saints David the Prophet & Holy Apostle James
Saint Stephen the Protomartyr

Saints Peter and Saint Paul

The Holy Apostle James & John the Evangelist

Armenian Church Etiquette

ENTERING THE CHURCH

Your entrance into an Armenian Apostolic Church should be
reverent and solemn. Always make the sign of the cross as you
enter the Sanctuary. It is not appropriate to walk in the aisles

when:

o The Gospel is being read

The Havadamk (Nicene Creed) is in progress
The Chalice Procession is occurring

The priest is delivering the sermon

The choir is singing Soorp Soorp, Hayr Mer or Der

Voghormia
e Holy Communion is being distributed

Wait until the prayer or hymn is over and then proceed to take
your place in a pew.

LIGHTING OF CANDLES

One of the devotional practices of the Armenian Apostolic Church
is the beautiful custom of lighting candles in front of the Holy
Icons. Make the sign of the cross, say a short prayer and take your
place. Candles may be obtained from the table in the
narthex/vestibule. It is customary to make a freewill donation
when taking candles.

TAKING YOUR PLACE IN A PEW

Bow your head slightly, make the sign of the cross and silently say
the Lord’s Prayr as you walk towards the pew. You are now ready
to participate in the services.

General Guidelines

It is important that we participate in the Divine Liturgy every
Sunday, preferably from the beginning of the service, for the entire
duration of the service, and receive Holy Communion.

While in church, it is not proper:
e To use cell phones or tablets
To take pictures by disturbing the Services
To cross legs while sitting
To place your arms on the back of the pews
For men and women to wear hats
For ladies not to cover their heads
To dress too revealing or too casual (No shorts, short
skirts, tank tops, gym clothes, etc..)

We pray and hope that you adhere to these guidelines and be a role
model for the generations to come in order to preserve our Armenian
Church heritage and traditions.



