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EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS
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Feast of the Cross is the most important of the four feasts
dedicated to the cross of Christ and is the last of the five main feasts of the
Armenian Apostolic Church tabernacles.

The Cross, the precious means of death for the condemned, the
crucifixion of Christ, the object of respect for every Christian and the
symbol of salvation.

The crucifixion procession on Sunday is noteworthy, where the
cross is decorated with fragrant basil and the presiding clergyman spays
basil water on the surrounding believers. After the reading of the Gospel,
the priest makes a pilgrimage and blesses the four corners of the earth with
a cross decorated with basil, asking the Almighty Lord to grant peace,
abundance and prosperity to the world-

For the most part, Christian churches commemorate the Feast of
the Cross on September 14, and the Armenian church commemorates the
Sunday closest to September 14.
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Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church
4906 Flint Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m-2:00 p.m.

Phone: (301) 229-8742; Fax: (301) 229-9393
E-mail: soorpkhatch@verizon.net
Web Page: www.soorpkhatch.org
Archpriest Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, Pastor
Home Phone: (301) 977-1863; Cell: (301) 787-5506
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
GALATIANS 6:14-18

May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. Neither
circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is a new
creation. Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule, even to the Israel of
God.

Finally, let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the marks
of Jesus.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers.
Amen.

JOHN 3:13-21

"No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from
heaven--the Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the
Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have
eternal life".

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world
through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does
not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the
name of God's one and only Son. This is the verdict: Light has come into the
world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.
Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for
fear that his deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into
the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done
through God."
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Wyhgbwbih wimiwbwynsni et motihth winhpeny:

Alter flowers are donated by Achikian Family on the occasion of
the name day of Khatchig Achikian.
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ANTASDAN

The Armenian Church celebrates the presence of God in the world
with the special processional ceremony of Antasdan, a word which itself
means “filed” or “fields”.

In this service the four corners of the world are blessed and
sanctified. Through our prayers and hymns of praise we ask our father to
bless the food and fruitfulness of the earth. Also as caretakers of the
“field” we ask for “divine protection” for the grounds of the earth, farms,
gardens and the year’s harvest and for monasteries, churches and all
Christian leaders and people on the earth.

This service of Antasdan is frequently celebrated by many
Christians, especially Armenian Christians. In the Armenian Church it is
performed twenty-five times during the year: on the eve of the Feast of the
Presentation of Christ to the Temple, on the Sundays from Palm Sunday to
Pentecost, the second Sunday after the Pentecost, Transfiguration,
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary and, finally, the Exaltation of the
Holy Cross which is an elaboration of the basic service.

The Antasdan on the Feast of the Exaltation is the most
ceremonious. A cross is placed on a tray and adorned with sweet basil and
rosewater and is then carried into the field, the world, manifesting Christ
in our lives.
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On the occasion of the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross,
Der Hayr and the Board of Trustees congratulate all those who are named
Khatchadoor, Khatchig, and Nishan, and wish them good health, happiness

and a long and prosperous life.

Sunday, September 13 is the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy
Cross, Khatchverats, the Name Day of our church.

Immediately following Badarak, we will have an “Antasdan”
Service in the church sanctuary.

Parishioners who wish to donate Basil are requested to bring it
before 10:30 a.m.
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SIN ACCORDING TO PATRIARCH
ARCHBISHOP SHNORK KALOUSTIAN

Sin is nothing but going against the law. If there was no law,
there would be no sin either.

There is no sin in total anarchy and freedom. And because
there is never absolute freedom and there will never be, sin will
always exist.

And it is impossible to imagine an innocent person.
innocence is not for man. Man is not created to remain innocent.
Man was created to sin, it is the nature that created him that way.

Therefore, it is sin that creates the idea of divine innocence
and perfection in the human mind. Thanks to sin and thanks to the
suffering caused by sin, we learn to pray.

Suffering and life's difficulties are what teach us to pray.
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e Life passes like a moment, it is nothing in of itself, but its value
depends only on the way you live. Only the good deed done
remains and makes life worthwhile.

e He who leaves the memory of good and pure life behind him
leaves a source of unexpected good to the future generation.

e The Cross is the lived Gospel, and the Gospel is the preached
Cross.
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2025 & 2026 Membership Dues - Parishioners who have not
paid their 2025 Annual Membership dues are encouraged to remit
payment. 2026 Membership Dues are also accepted now. The
membership fees are $150.00 per adult and $50.00 for each full time
student ages 18-26. These dues are 100 percent tax deductible.
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